Plasma and tissue concentrations of ceforanide and cefazolin in women undergoing hysterectomy.
Thirty-four women who underwent vaginal hysterectomy received either ceforanide or cefazolin as perioperative antimicrobial prophylaxis. Samples of plasma, myometrium, endometrium and fallopian tubes were obtained at various intervals after injection and were assayed for cephalosporin concentration. Following intramuscular injection approximately 1 h prior to surgery, both drugs provided adequate tissue levels at the time of the procedure. Although both antimicrobials achieved similar tissue concentrations, all tissue samples for ceforanide exceeded the MIC90 for Escherichia coli while in the cefazolin group 9/18 myometrial samples and 10/15 endometrial samples fell below the MIC90 for this organism.